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Thurſday, February 14. 1706. 


take in Englerd, with Debtors and 
Bankrupts, a long Exclamation at the 
very Laws themſelves ſeems neceffary, but 
much more at the manner of their Execu- 
tion by which Creditors ; ſeem rather en- 
clin'd to Punifh themſelves, and the Deb- 
tors too, than recover their Debs, 
I am now to make it out, that Commil- 
frhons of Bankrupts, 43 # our Time preflis'd, 


T: Examining the Indire@ Rteps 'we 


Ruine the Debtors, bur do not Anſwerthe 


end of the Creditor. that they run Men 
upon Extremes, and hare Occalion'd many 
Thouland of Debtors in former times to 
Spend theirEftatc 5 jn all manner of wabegey 
Exceſles, ſuch as are the Common Effetts 
cf Deſperation, and which jn thoſe Days 
were the Common Praftice of the Mint 
aud Friars, and are ,qow 190 much revis'd- 


Ard as 1 can offer nothing more to the 
purpole, new, than what I Publiſh'd on 
that Occaſion when I Complain'd 
juſtly at the Exorbitance and Excefſes, of 
pomp r ies of A the Rea- 
is 'd to acce Repetition, 
as it was then Printed as follows, ſpeaking 
of the Lews qquinf Aeranes, | 
If 1 maybe allow'd fo riuch 
with our Laws, which are 
and above all things are temper'd with 
Mercy, Lenity,and Freedom,this has ſome- 
thing in it of Barbarityy it gives a looſe 
* to the Malice and of the Cre- 
ny a as - Power to —_— 
le it leaves the Debtor av way to ſhow 
© himſelf Honeft ; It contrives al the ways 
* poſhble, to drive the Debtor to Deſpair, 
* and encourages fo New Induſtry; for it 
* makes 
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* makes him perfealy incapable of any 
« thing but ſtarving. 
* This Law, eſpecially as it is now fre» 
* quently executed, tends wholly to the 
* Defirution of the Debtor, and yet very 
* little to the Advantage of the Credi- 
»- © £or; 
(1.) * The Severities to the Debtor are 
unreaſonable, and, it I may ſo ay, a lit- 
tle inhuman; for it not only ftrips him of 
all in a Moment, but renders him for 
ever incapable of helping himſelf, or re- 
lieving his Family by future Tnduftry, It 
he *(capes from Priſon, which is hardly 
done too, if he has nothing left, he mutt 
ſtarve, or live upon Charity; if he goes to 
Work, no Man dare pay him his Wages, 
but he ſhall pay ic again to the Creditors 3 
if he bas any private Stock left for a Sub- 
fiſtence, he can put it no where; every 
Maa is bound to be a Thief, 2nd take” it 
from him : If he truſts it in the hands of 
© a Frierd, he muft receive it again as a 
« preat Courtelie, for that: Friend js liable 
to account t,rit, 1 haye known a poor 
Man Profjecuted by a Statute to that de- 
gree, that all he had lefc wasa little Mo- 
ney, which he knew not where £0 hide ; 
at laft, that he might not Rtarve, he gives 
© it to his Brother, who had entertain d 
* him the Brother, after he tal his Money, 
© quarrels with him to gt him out of his 
© Houſe; and wh-n he dufires him to let 
* him have the Money lent him, gi*2s hin 
© this for Anſwer; / can pay you ſafely, 
« for there is a Statute ag2lnſt you 5 which 
© run the poor Man to ſuch Extremeties, 
* that he deftroy'd himſ-lf, Nothing 1s 
* more fr quent, than for Men whoare fre- 
* duc'd by Miſcarciage in Trade, to Com- 
« pound and S-t upagain, and get good E- 
© ftates; but a Statute as we call it, for e- 
* yer ſhuts up all dovcs to the Dzbtor's Re- 
* covery ; as if Breakivg were a Crime lv 
6 Cxpital, that he yagh* t5 be caft our of 
* Human Society, and Exposd to Extre- 
* meties worſe thin D-ath. And, which 
« will fyrcher expoſe the fruitieſs S*vericy of 
* this Law,'tis eale ro make it app?ar,that 
* allthis Cralty © the D-dtor is fo far 


* (gene ſpeaking) from advantagin 
« the Creditors, that it deftroys the nface 
* conſumes it in extravagant Charges, and 
* unleſs the Debtor be conſenting, ſeldom 
* makes any confliderable Dividends. And 
* lam bold to ſay, there is no Advantage 
* made by the Proſecuting of a Statute with 
* Severity, but what might be doubly made 
* by Methods more merciful, And though 
* lamnotto preſcribe to the Legiſlators of 
* the Nation, yet by way of Eſſay, 1 take 
© leave to give my Opinion and my Expe- 
* rience in the Methods, Conſequences, and 
* Remedies of this Law. 

* All People know, who remember any 
* thing of the Tim-+ when that Law was 
* made, that the Evil it was pointed at, 
© was - po very rank, and Breaking to des 
* fraud Creditors ſv much a Trade, that 
* the Patliam-nt had gvod reafon to let up 
* a Eory toazalwichit;z andTIam far from 
© reflefting on the Makers of that Law, 
* who, no queſtion, ſaw 'twas neceffiry: at 
* that time; But as Laws, tho' in them- 
* ſelves good, are more or leſs ſo, as they 
© are more or leſs ſeaſunable, ſquar'd, and 
* adapted to the Circumftances and Time 
* of the Evil they are made againſt; ſo 
* "were worth while (wich Submiſſion) for 
* the ſame Authority to examine : 

(:.) Whether the L-ngth of Time fiace 
* that ACt was made, has not given opportu- 
* nity to Debtors. 

1. * To evade the Force of the AR by 
* Ways and Shifts to avoid the Power of it, 
: _ ſ<cure their Effa es out of the reach 

of it? 

2. © To turn the Point of it againſt thoſe 
© whom it was made to relieve? Since we 
* ſee frequently now, that Baokrupts defire 
* Statutes, and procure them to be ta- 
© ken outagainſ themſelves, 

(2.) * Whether the Extremeties of this 
* Luware not voffen carried on b:yond the 
* true Intent and Meaning of the AQ ic (elf, 
* by Perſons, who befies being Creditors, 
* are alſo Malicious, and gratifie their 
*, private Revenge, by Profecuting the 
* Offcader, to the Ruine of his Faii- - 
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© If theſe two points 'are tc be prov'd, * and conſequently, the Kanave, againſt 
* then I am ſure "twill follow, That this At © whom the Law was particularly bent, 
* is now a Publick Grievance to theNation, * gets off ; whiſe he only who fails of 


© and 1 doubt not, but will be one time or 
© other repeal'd by the Wiſe Authority 


« which made it. 


(1.) * Time and Experience has furnifh'd 
© the Debtors with Ways and Means to 
* eyade the Force of this Sratute, and to 


* cheer Neceihty, and whoſe honeft Princi- 
* Ciple will nor permit him to praQtice thoſe 
* Methods,is expos'd to the Fury of this A: 
* and as things are now order'd, nothing is 
* more eaſy, than for a man to order his 
* Eftate ſv, that a Statute ſhall have nov 


* ſecure their Eftate againft the reach of * power over it, or at teaft but a little. 
© it; which renders it often inſignificant, 


M1iSCELLANE A. 


UR laſt, leſtme to give my Opinion 


0 f the Foles. 


As to bis Poliſh Majefty, ſome Concluſions 
will be made from his Aﬀairs, perhaps avt 


unuſcfuito be obſerv'd in time. 


- 1+ I believe he will not be ſo ſoon Bea- 
ten out of Poland, as perhaps the King of 


Sweden expeFs; he being a Warlike, Po- 
tent, and Polici«ck General, as well as a 
Prince of a Great Spirit, Undaunted Cou- 
rage, and Indefatigable Diligence in his 
Atairs. 

2. He isa Prince, entirely in the Intereſt 
of the Preſent Couatederacy z and were it 
not for the Preſent Unreaſona':le Obfti- 
nacy of his Enemy the Swede, would ſoon 
turn the Scale of Germany, in favour of 
the Emperor; whether in Auvgeris, B4- 
varia, Italy, or the upper Rt:ne. 

3, I believe he has ſo many ways ©Þ- 
ligd the Emperor, and the Confederacy 
particvlarly, both now, and once before,len- 
ding conliderable Bodies of his Troops, 
to join the Imperial Army, when he is at 
the ſame time, ſo exceedingly preſs d by 
his Enemy at Home, that I think, when e- 
ver the Aﬀairs of Europe will permit it, 
he ought to be effettually afſifted to the 
Recovery of his Dominions, and the Re» 
ducing his Rival to Reaſon. 

4. 1 believe his Polifþ Majefty has bought 
tte Crown of Poland two Dear ; that had 
His Majeſty. never taken that Troubleſume 


Honour upon him, but joia'd his Powerful 
Troops to the Afaftance of the Empe- 
ror, he had acquir'd more Glory, Wealth 
and Safety, and might, as he was the Ri- 
cheſt, and moſt Powertul of the EleQors, 
the King of Pruſſs excepted, with equal 
Reaſon, and perhaps Superivur Merit, have 
obtain'd both the Title of King, and ſub- 
table Additions of Dominion, to have 
made his Power equal to his Neigh- 
bours. 

5s, If in the Preſent Controverſie, he 
g ets the better of the Swede, and Eftabliſh- 
es himſelf in the Poliſb Tarone; I queſti- 
on, whether all Pol cmd can ever make him 
amends for the Loſs of Blood and Treaſure, 
and for the Ruine and Damage, ſuffer'd 
by his Hereditary Dominions. 

6, The Wealth and Puwer of the E- 
leQorats, of Szxomy, by far the Richeſt and. 
moſt riſhing in Trade of the whole 
Empire, has been wonderfully viſible, in 
(he vaſt Expences they have been at, and 
the: ſandry Armics raiſed, fos the Eftabliſh- 
ing their Prince in his New Acquiſition. 
nor is the Love of his Subjeas lets Wor- 
thy our Notice, tho' under two Capital 
Diſcouragements, viz. The Change ut bis 
Religion, and the Removirg his Court 
trom them: to a Remote Country, 

My Thoughts of the Czzr of AMuſ- 
co0Vy, are 3 


— 


